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BOYDEN, Percy          
   
Lance Corporal, 35446 
12th Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers 
formerly 2788, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday, 16th June 1917 
Died of his Wounds  
Memorial: Arras Memorial 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 23 years 

 
Percy Boyden was born in 1894 the second of five children born to John & Emma, 
nee Long, and the first generation of the Boyden family to be born at Haverhill.  The 
Boyden family had been at Lavenham for generations working in agriculture and 
textiles.   
 
John, the youngest of a family of nine, had seen his older brother Charles take his 
family to Haverhill in about 1885 and he and Emma, also from Lavenham, followed 
them and were married at St Mary’s Church, Haverhill, on 10th May 1890.  They lived 
next to the Plough Inn.  John was a mat maker and Emma a hair weaver. 
 

When their first child Martha was born in 1893 they 
were living at 2 Eden Place, a small cottage, but 
she died as an infant.  They were probably still 
there when Percy was born, and also perhaps in 
1896 for Stanley, who sadly also died as an infant.  
By 1901 the family had moved to nearby 11 
Duddery Rd, two doors from John’s brother 
Charles.  The family was to settle at No 11 and 
Stanley & Florence were born there in 1903 & 
1905.  By 1911 Percy had left school and had 
found employment as a warehouseman, at 
Chauntry Mill.  He was closely involved with the 
West End Congregational Church in Withersfield 
Road and was still a member of their Sunday 
school at the outbreak of war. 

 

Percy Church Librarian (about 1915) 
 
Percy was soon to volunteer and the South-West Suffolk Echo reported, on 28th 
November 1914, that he had joined the 5th Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment as 
Private No. 2788.  Others in the Sunday school joined too, including his friend, 
James Mayes who enlisted on the same day and joined the same Battalion.  
‘Vigorous’ training followed but by the following July when the 5th Battalion was 
posted to Gallipoli, it seems Percy had been transferred to the 12th Battalion 
Northumberland Fusiliers.  In 1917 Percy, then a Lance Corporal, was fighting in 
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France.  On 9th April the first British offensive at Arras began, on a scale almost as 
large as the Somme.  
 
The war diary for the 12th Northumberlands shows that from the 8th to the 15th of 
June they were resting at Moyenville and taking part in practice attacks on trenches 
along with the 13th Northumberlands. They were reorganised and equipped. 
 
On 16th June they had moved the 10 km to the trenches at Croisilles taking up 
positions in Burg Trench ready for the attack on Tunnel Trench. Between midnight 
and 3.10am, they were subjected to heavy mortar bombardment and casualties were 
suffered by all companies, C Coy suffering most. 
 
Regimental war diaries also tell us ‘The attack was met by the enemy with heavy 
barrage fire and also considerable machine gun and rifle fire, while on a nearer 
approach to the enemy trenches which were very strongly manned, the attackers 
were met with showers of stick grenades; in spite of this a patrol from D Coy and 
some men from C Coy effected an entry into Tunnel Trench where after a desperate 
hand to hand fight, their bombs being exhausted, the party was overwhelmed by 
superior numbers and all became casualties’As soon as it was dark enough ‘No 
Mans Land’ was thoroughly searched and all the wounded who could be found were 
brought in.’  
 
Percy was one of the many who lost their lives on 16th June 1917. 

 
With no known grave, 
Percy is remembered 
on the Arras Memorial 
and also,  along with his 
father who had joined 
the Army Service 
Corps, on the Roll of 
Honour of Gurteen’s 
employees who served 
in the war.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A bronze memorial tablet presented by the Haverhill 
Sunday School Union is displayed in the West End 
Congregational Church alongside another for his 
friend, James Mayes.  
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